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A list of 13 patriots-soldiers who gave their 
lives in Afghanistan ... from sports-military 2
Deployment Ribbon. 
 
• Cpl. Daegan W. Page, 23, of Omaha, Nebraska, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations include the Korean Defense Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. Additional awards pending 
approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
 
• Cpl. Humberto A. Sanchez, 22, of Logansport, Indiana, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations include the Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. Additional awards 
pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon and Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon. 
 
• Lance Cpl. David L. Espinoza, 20, of Rio Bravo, Texas, a rifleman. 
[Note from The Mid-South Tribune - Readers, please see feature on Lance Cpl. David L. Espinoza on 
sports page 1 and military page 2] 
 His awards and decorations include the National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal. Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
• Lance Cpl. Jared M. Schmitz, 20, of St. Charles, Missouri, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations include the National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal. Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
• Lance Cpl. Rylee J. McCollum, 20, of Jackson, Wyoming, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations include the National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal. Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
• Lance Cpl. Dylan R. Merola, 20, of Rancho Cucamonga, California, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 
Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon and Sea Service 
Deployment Ribbon. 
 
• Lance Cpl. Kareem M. Nikoui, 20, of Norco, California. 
His awards and decorations include the National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal. Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon 
and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
For the Navy, the deceased is: 
 
• Navy Corpsman Maxton W. Soviak, 22, of Berlin Heights, Ohio, assigned to 1st Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California. 
His awards and decorations include the National Defense Service Medal and Good Conduct Medal, Flag 
letter of Accommodation. Additional awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action 
Ribbon and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 
 
“Max was a wonderful son who loved his family, his community, and was proud to serve in the U.S. 
Navy,” his family said in a statement. “He was excited about the opportunities the Navy would offer him 
and planned to make the Navy a career. We are incredibly proud of his service to our country. 
 
Words cannot express how heartbroken we are with this news and we will miss Max tremendously. We 
are struggling to come to grips with this personal tragedy and prefer to grieve with close family and 
friends. 
Maxton was an awesome young man who was well liked in the community, as evidenced by the outpour-
ing of condolences from teachers, coaches, employers, family and friends. He was always proud of being 
part of a state champion wrestling team and state playoff final four football team two years in a row, but 
he was most proud to be a Navy Corpsman and a ‘devil doc’ for the Marines. 
His final words to his mother over FaceTime when he was telling her goodbye was after she told him to 
be safe, were, ‘don’t worry mom, my guys got me. They won’t let anything happen to me.’ Today she re-
alized that they all just went together.” 
 Soviak leaves behind 12 brothers and sisters who “are all hurting terribly.” 
“As we mourn the loss of our son, we also mourn for the loss of the Marines and Soldier who were killed 
and pray for the speedy recovery of all of those wounded in Afghanistan. As you can imagine, this is a 
very difficult time for our family and we respectfully request that you honor our privacy.” 
 
For the Army, the deceased is: 
 
• Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Knauss, 23, of Corryton, Tennessee. Knauss was assigned to 9th PSYOP Battalion, 
8th PSYOP Group, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 

 *** 
 
Andrea Scott is editor of Marine Corps Times. On Twitter: @_andreascott.  

Hardaway rounds out coaching staff  
Rasheed Wallace ... from sports page 1
work with Coach (Cody) Top-
pert." 
 As a collegiate star at North Car-
olina, Wallace helped lead the 
Tar Heels to the 1995 Final Four. 
He entered the NBA Draft after 
his sophomore season, where he 
was selected fourth overall by 
the Washington Bullets in 1995. 
 Following his playing career, 
Wallace's previous coaching 
stops include time as an assistant 
with the Pistons in 2013-14 and 
as head coach at Charles E. Jor-
dan High School in Durham, 
N.C., from 2019-21. 
 The Memphis coaching staff is 
filled with expertise at the high-
est level. Between Hardaway and 
Wallace, Memphis' bench has 30 
combined seasons of NBA play-
ing experience, eight NBA All-
Star appearances and over 

26,000 NBA points. Adding to it 
is Brown's 1,098 NBA victories 
in 26 seasons as a head coach, 
plus Toppert's recent coaching 
experience with the Phoenix 
Suns and in the NBA G League. 
  The Tigers won the 2021 NIT 
championship and finished the 
2020-21 season with a 20-8 
record. The 20-win season last 
year was Memphis' fourth in a 
row, including all three seasons 
under Hardaway. The Tigers are 
one of just 14 schools in the na-
tion with four-straight 20-win 
seasons to their credit. 
  Hardaway has won 63 games in 
three seasons as Tigers head 
coach, which is the third-most 
among 50 head coaches hired be-
fore the 2018-19 season. 
 The Tigers are slated to return 
three of their top-five scorers 

from a season ago in Landers 
Nolley II (13.1 ppg), DeAndre 
Williams (11.7 ppg) and Lester 
Quinones (9.5 ppg). Joining the 
trio and the rest of the returning 
players are newcomers John 
Camden (F, 6-8, Downington, 
Pa.), Jalen Duren (C, 6-10, Sha-
ron Hill, Pa.), Chandler Lawson 
(F, 6-8, University of Oregon), 
Johnathan Lawson (F, 6-6, Mem-
phis, Tenn.), Josh Minott (G, 6-9, 
Boca Raton, Fla.), Sam Onu (C, 
6-11, Malvern, Pa.) and Earl Tim-
berlake (G, 6-6, University of 
Miami). 
 How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Basketball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media chan-
nels on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. 

betting, Caesars Entertainment, 
DraftKings and FanDuel may 
also leverage their Approved 
Sportsbook Operator status to 
secure premium NFL advertising 
inventory during games and 
around ancillary programming. 
No sportsbooks outside of these 
seven operators will be per-
mitted to purchase this select 
NFL advertising and media in-
ventory. 
 "We are pleased to announce 
this select group as Approved 
Sportsbook Operators," said 
Nana-Yaw Asamoah, Vice Pres-
ident of Business Development 
for the NFL. "Along with our 
three Official Sports Betting 
Partners, this group of operators 
will help the League to engage 
fans in responsible and innova-
tive ways this season as the 
sports betting landscape con-
tinues to evolve."  
 In support of the NFL's commit-
ment to protect the integrity of 
the game and its fans, all oper-
ators have agreed to adhere to 
the NFL's core integrity policies, 

collaborate with the NFL on in-
formation sharing and advocacy 
efforts and support the NFL's re-
sponsible gambling efforts. All 
operators will also license Offi-
cial League Data from the 
League's Official Data provider, 
Genius Sports. 
 
FOX Bet 
FOX Bet is the only sports wa-
gering operator in the United 
States fully integrated with a 
leading media company – offer-
ing users an exciting way to com-
bine their passion for the live 
games on FOX Sports with FOX 
Bet's robust and differentiated 
product suite – including the 
FOX Bet Sportsbook app and 
market leading free to play game 
FOX Bet Super 6.  
 With nearly 100 million contest 
entries since launch in September 
2019, over 50,000 winners na-
tionwide and a user base of 
nearly 5 million, the FOX Bet 
Super 6 app has given away close 
to $5 million in prizes. FOX Bet 
Super 6 boasts by far the most 

downloads in the free-to-play 
category of Sports Prediction 
Apps (includes Fantasy) since 
July 2020. 
 FOX Sports and FOX Bet are re-
inventing how fans watch and 
root for the teams they love.   
 
BetMGM 
BetMGM is a market leading 
sports betting and gaming enter-
tainment company, pioneering 
the online gaming industry. Born 
out of a partnership between 
MGM Resorts International 
(NYSE: MGM) and Entain Plc 
(LSE: ENT), BetMGM has ex-
clusive access to all of MGM's 
U.S. land-based and online sports 
betting, major tournament poker, 
and online gaming businesses. 
Utilizing Entain's US-licensed, 
state of the art technology, 
BetMGM offers sports betting 
and online gaming via market 
leading brands including 
BetMGM, Borgata Casino, Party 
Casino and Party Poker. 
BetMGM is currently available 

Statements from  U.S. Sens. Marsha 
Blackburn and Bill Hagerty on  Staff 
Sgt. Ryan C. Knauss of  Tennessee
WASHINGTON, D.C. , August  
27, 2021.  
“Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss of 
Knoxville was among those ser-
vicemembers killed during yes-
terday’s terrorist attack at the 
Kabul airport. Ryan embodies 
American heroism — saving 
people he had never met before, 
in the face of persistent evil. We 
will never forget his sacrifice in 
service to his country. While no 
words could ever be enough, I 
join Tennesseans — and all 
Americans — in extending my 
deepest condolences to Ryan’s 
family. Chuck and I are praying 
for them during this time of un-
imaginable pain and loss.” —  
 
 U.S. Senator Marsha Black-
burn (R—Tenn.) 
 

*** 
NASHVILLE, TN—United 
States Senator Bill Hagerty (R-
TN)  released the following state-
ment after it was confirmed that 
Tennessean Ryan Knauss was 
among the 13 Members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces who were 
killed Thursday in a terrorist at-
tack outside Hamid Karzai Inter-
national Airport in Kabul, 
Afghanistan: 
  
“On behalf of all Tennesseans, 

Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Knauss, 23, was one of the thirteen  U.S. 
Military soldiers who lost his life at the Kabul Airport.  This 
young soldier is to be commended for his patriotism.

Chrissy and I extend our deepest 
sympathies to the family and 
friends of Ryan Knauss. The 
Bible teaches us that ‘greater 
love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.’ That’s what Ryan and 12 

fellow service members did yes-
terday. Ryan will be remembered 
as a brave, honorable, and heroic 
man—a Tennessee volunteer—
who, with a servant’s heart, gave 
everything of himself at just 23 
years old for his state and the 
country that he loved dearly. My 
prayers are with the Knauss 
family, the community of Corry-
ton, those across our state who 
knew Ryan, and everyone in our 
country who is grieving the loss 
of one of these 13 courageous 
members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces.”  
 

NFL announces deals with four Approved 
Sportsbook Operators ... from sports page 1

Please see sports-ent. 5

Farmers Insurance supports Black College 
Golf Association .... from sports page 5
and the better these coaches will 
be able to recruit." 
"It was pretty special to be able 
to play college golf with other 
black golfers who were on the 
same level as I was with the 
same dreams. It was really eye 
opening," said Alabama A&M 
graduate Rovonta Young. "Ev-
eryone pushes each other. Every-
one is there for the same reason. 
Farmers getting involved is 
great. With Farmers backing a lot 
of events it will open up oppor-
tunities. A lot of black players 
don't have the same opportunities 
to develop at an early age, so 
having HBCUs as an avenue to 
progress and get to the next level 
is vital to increase diversity in the 
game. Funding is a problem. 
These guys need access to top-
level golf courses. In the 
summer, after the season, they 

are playing in U.S. Am qual-
ifiers, U.S. Open qualifiers and 
State Opens, and the caliber of 
golf courses are top tier com-
pared to what HBCUs practice 
on and these players have the 
game, but generally don't have 
the access to top level clubs. This 
can make for an uneven playing 
field." 
"When I got to Florida A&M, it 
was great to just see people that 
looked like me progress and 
excel in every endeavor that they 
pursued. That motivated me even 
more," said recent Florida A&M 
graduate Cameron Riley who 
finished 4th in the APGA Colle-
giate Rankings. "The biggest step 
that we have to create a more 
level playing field is access to 
good courses, good coaching, 
good equipment. In Tallahassee, 
we didn't have a home course 

until my senior year. We bounced 
around, played on driving ranges 
that simply weren't up to speed 
with other facilities. Then we 
show up to courses at regionals 
and we are playing on greens that 
are 13 or 14 on the stimpmeter 
and we aren't used to those con-
ditions. Sponsors like Farmers, 
big ups to them for helping us 
with more access. Giving us 
better resources and better access 
is key and it's great that organi-
zations like Farmers are trying to 
help." 
 
For more information about the 
Black College Golf Coaches As-
sociation, visit 
https://www.hbcugolf.org. To 
learn more about Farmers com-
mitment to the game, visit 
Farmers.com/Golf. 

On behalf of all Tennesseans, 
Chrissy and I extend our 
deepest sympathies to the 
family and friends of Ryan 
Knauss. The Bible teaches us 
that ‘greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends...”


